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Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in Malice.” 


No. 27. . NORWI CH, Wednesday, May 23rd, 1827. ld. : 








Saturday Night's Performance, May 19th 1827. 
MR. G. SMITH’S BENEFIT, 


Was fully attended, it was a mark of respect to one who is always attentive to 
hig business in the Theatre, constantly perfect, invariably well dressed, and at all 
times deporting himself before the andience as an attentive servant of the public ; 
he has oceasionally characters to perform without the pale of his ability, (which is 
limited) but on these occasions he uever offends by an improper confidence in his 
own talent, but trusting to the induigence of an audience before whom he has so 
often been favourably received, he uses his utmost exertions to give satisfaction. 

On this night he brought forward Shakspeare’s Historical Tragedy of Julius 
Cesar, which had not been acted here for many years, and compared with many of 
the Plays that have’ been received for the Benefit Nights, it was very respectably 
performed, indeed, more so than any one we have witnessed this season. Mr, Johm 
Smith the youngest son of the Manager, was this night iatroduced again toa Nor- . 
wich audience , he has appeared for his brother’s Benefit for the last three years > 





y- his improvement has been gradual, whilst his knowledge of stage business (from 
_§ his having performed in other Theatres) is equally apparent, but still he wants,to 
1, tread the Boards with more firmness, and to givedue weight and force to such cha- 


racters as he makes choice of, which depend very much for success on the impres- 
sion the actor can make upon the audience, by an assumption of elevated dignity, 
and graceful demeanour. Mr. John Smith is not a novice on the stage, we therefore 
fearlessly make some remarks*on his performance of Brutus, which is perhaps one 
of the most difficult of Shakspeare’s characters, requiring that dignified, discrimi- 

- native, and highly empassioned acting of the late Mr. John Kemble, who was never 
wanting in grandeur of deportment, lofty expression, and all the higher excelleu- 
cies of the art; indeed we may say he was the most graceful, most majestic, and 
perfect actor we ever saw or wish to see.—The requisites for this character #o one 

_ possessed so strongly as himself, and like the Brutus he represented, we may say, 

‘¢ His life was gentle, and the elements rte 


_ So mixed in him, that nature might stand wp, 
v And say to all the world, this was a man!” Atty 
1 We cannot help digressing thus on Mr. Kemble’s merits, having seen him in this. 


character, the masterly representation of which, we shall never forget. We will 
now proceed to'give our opinion upon the performance of Saturday evening, (Gates 
Cesar.) Mr. John'Smith possesses a fine figure, & strong voice, but he wants discri- 
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mination and the power of managing it ; in his performance of Hrutus, be entirely 
mistook the character from beginning to end, for we lost sight ot that cala philosophy 
which distinguishes him from all the conspirators, and for which. he was selected as 
the fittest tohead a conspiracy; Mr. Smith ranted throughout, making him more 
impetuous even than Cassitis, thereby destroying the light and shade, which Shaks- 
peare has so beautifully intermingled in the scenes between them ; Brutus describes 
himself to be of that mild natare we speak of, when he says :— 


** Tam not of that quick spirit 
Thatis in Anthony, 


and to prove how cautious and deliberate he was, he siys 


** Into what dangers would you lead me Cassius, 
That you would have me seek into myself, 
For that which is not in me?” 
And again he says to Cassius, 
** What you have Said I will consider, 
What yon have to say, I will with patience hear, 


And find a time both meet to hear 
And answer such high things.” 


These ave parts of the character which Mr. Smith should have attended to, but 
instead of which he breaks out in the first scene between him and Cassius, in the 
most empassioned and incautious manner, 


** What means this shouting? ; ‘ 
’ I do fear the people choose Crsar for their king.” 


And again :— 


“« Another general shont, 
I do believe that these applanses are 
For some new honours that are heap’d on Cesar.’ 


These were given by Mr. Kemble in an wader voice, asif he wished to fathom the 
; thinkings ot Cassins, before he declared himself; had Mr. Smith conceived the cha- 
racter properly, he conld have done it infinitely more justice, for he speaks sensi- 
bly and with great propriety, and we have no doubt from his education, his early 
partiality for the stage, his figure, his powerful voice, and his apparent desire to 
attain peifection in his profession, but that he will hereafter be eminent amongst 
us,his performance thionghout justifies this prediction, and we congratulate him 
ohis ‘present advancemont in the art. 

Mr, Arlan again appeared before the audience after his long indisposition, reco- 
vered in some measure from it, but scarcely sufficiently so, as to warrant the ha- 
zard he ran, in coming out too soon—his voice occasionally failed him, and at times 
from the rapidity of his utterance was scarcely audible, but his fine conception of 
the part of Cassius, his mind constantly alive to the business of the scene before him, 
his uninterrupted attention to, those around him, and his so embodying himself in 
the character he was representing, maze ample amends for what nature denied 
him. Wecannot close this without paying the highest comp!iment to Mr. Sherwin 
for his admirable delineation of Casca, it was well conceived, energetically deli- 
vered, and obtained loud and deserved applause. The Mark Anthony of Mr. Balls 
had much to praise and much to censure, but from the little time he had to study so 
arduous a character (perhaps new to him) it could not be expected, he should be 
able to enter ito the spirit and meaning of the author, it was ‘altogether a credita- 
ble pertormance, and the Tragedy throughout gave great satisfaction ro the audi+ 
ence, which at half-price was crowded to sufiocation, 
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The Manager in Distress followed, and from the novelty of Mr. Sherwin being ia 
the Gallery, Mr. Ballfin the Roxes, and Mr. Hamerton in the Pit to-address the 
Prompter on the supposed disappointment of the After-piece, much mirth was 
excited. : 

The Night Hag, like all Melo-Dramas, got up for Benefit Nights, produced but 
little effect, we saw it performed at Astley’s Amphitheatre, where it gave creat 
satisfaction.—The chair appea:ed covered with a phosphoric flame, and the figure 
of the Hag was dressed after the manner of the Wood Demon. Mr, Beacham 
dressed the character badly, there was nothing about his appearance terrific, in 
short we never witnessed an exhibition of more miserable trash under the name of 
Melo-Drama. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 


** Such plays alone should please a British ear, 
As Cato’s self had not disdained to hear.” 


Popr. 


S1r,—Every real friend of the Drama must feel highly gratified 
with reading your judicious criticisms upon the performances at the Norwich The- 
atre, Like the critiques of Hazlit and Leigh Hunt, they are characterized by eru- 
dition, by talent, and by impartiality, and evince the author to be au fait upon the 
snbject he discusses. As an admirer of the regu’ar Drama, perhaps yon willindulge 
me with the insertion of a few remarks upon the subject 

Mhe Manager of our Theatre evidently endeavours to exhibit such pieces as are 
likely :to gratify the public, The only question is whether,—by the produetion 
of showy Melo-Dramas, he does not strive too much to p'ease 


“* The great vulgar and the small,” 


instead of endeavouring to form the public mind to what is élassi-al and chaste. 
While it is conceded that splendid absurditi-s are sometimes represented ad captan- 
dum vulgus, it must also be admitted that a frequent exhibition of frivolous pertorm- 
ances vitiates the public taste, until the appetite grows with what it feeds upon, and 
the multitude are nnable to relish the legitimate Drama. Such a debasement of 
intellectua! gratification, such a deterioration of literary amusements no one can 
justly charge upon the Editor of the Observer. Were all who are competent to re- 
guiate the public entertainments to act with similar promptitude and spirit, a great 
and glorious reformation would soon take place in our Theatre., ro 

The taste of the public, and the representation of the Drama, reciprocally act and ~ 
re-act upon each other. A discriminate and intelligent audience, like that at the 
Theatre Francais and at the Odeon at Paris for instauce, will uot tolerate gorgeous 
inanities ; while the futile minds—if minds they may be termed—that frequent the 
various Theatres on the Boulevards, must have maynificent but absurd Melo-Dra- 
mas Qn the other hand, when a Garrick directed the Theatre, the productions of 
Shakspeare and his compeers imbued with cenius and formed to literary excellence, 
a numerous dramatic auditory. The same causes, ceteris paribus, will ever pro- 
duce the same effects. Let, then, the ribaldry of Tom ‘and Jerry—that precious 
morceau for soi disant “ Corinthians” be for ever exploded ; let the public be no 
more insulted with such doggrels as the Two Gallows Slaves; let the mawkish sen- 
timentality, end the ranting fustian of the German School descend to the Bathos 
whence they sprung; and let the real the legitimate Drama of a Shakspeare, a 
Milton, a Young, an Addison, an Otway, &c.; let these, and a host of other illus- 
trious Dramatists, be restored to their pristine beauty and primeval splendour on 
the stage; let tueir works be well acted; and let not our players beautify as 
they vainly think-—their performances by interlarding their histrionic personations 
with speeches not set down for them, then wili the Norwich Theatre become the 
residence of genius and of literature, the school of morals and of manners ; then 
shall we witness learning without pedantry, wit without obscenity, morality with- 
out prudery, and religion without cant ; then will 


“ Scenic virtue form the rising age, 
And Truth diffuse her radiance from the stage.” 








To preclude misconception, it is proper to state, that I by no means object to 
Melo-Dramas in toto; but merely as substitutes for Comedies and Tragedies. A 
Melo-Drama may not be amiss asan 4/fterpiece; though even then, multitudes 
would prefer aregular Farce like “ Simpson and C0,” to twenty “‘ Night Hags.” _ 
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Monday Nighis Performance, May 21st, 1827. 


MR. AND MRS. BALLS’ BENEFIT. 


A New Comedy, “ The Wife’s Stratagem” lately brought out 
at Covent Garden, was presented here this night—we wonder 
what could induce Mr. Balls to choose such a mass of trash in 
preference to a sterling old Play,—it is impossible to make any 
thing of it, and therefore to give a rg og is out of the question, 
A comic Trio, called‘ Buy a Broom,” by Messrs Harrison, Sher- 
win, and Mrs, Balls was disgustingly ridiculous. - ‘The !arce of 
my Uncle Gabriel, was ably performed, and excited much merri- 
ment. The Melo-Drama of the Lady of the Lake, was revived 
here afier the lapse of eight years, it had much better have laid 
and rotted on tw shelé--es a Poem it has many beauties, but is 
unfitted for Dramatic representation. The Theatre was worse 
lighted then any night Salar the Season. The amount of the 
house was about £120. 


On Wednesday, May 23rd, 1827, will be presented the Comic 
pera of 


LOVE IN A VILLAGE. 


Sir William Meadows, Mr. Hamerton 
Young Meadows, Mr. Williamson 
Justice Woodcock, Mr Beacham—Hawthorn, Mr. J. Smith 
Eustace, Mr. Wilkinson—Hodge, Mr. Sherwin 
Footman, Mr. Stacey—Carter, Mr. Nicholls 
ig Cook, Mr. D. Smith. 


os Rosetta, Mrs. D. Smith —Lucinda, Mrs. Balls 
Deborah Woodcock, Mrs. Watkinson—Madye, Mrs Baker 
Hlousemaid, Miss Watkinson. 





The whole to conclude with a new Farce, called 


WHITE LIES; 
Or, the Major and the Minor. 

To Corresponpents,—Our Friend “ Hedgehog” will see his 
communication in this No. instead of Saturday; we could not 
give it room on that day, because our favourite Comedy of the 
Hypoerite, being to be performed for Mr. Sherwin’s Benefit on 
Thursday, will require Fee our hands’a critique on its perform- 
ance, that will nearly fill the pages of Number 28. Veritas will 
perceive we have attended to his obliging favor : we shall be glad 
to hear from Omega and Rivers when in the mood. 

Since writing the above, we have received a.most important 
communication “ On the Management,” which as respects its in- 
formation and literary, merit, surpasses any thing we have pub- 
lished ; it shall have an early insertion, and we beg to call the 
attention of our Readers to tts contents. 


Printed by P. Cranefield, Bethel-Street, Norwich. 
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